1. Countries often have national symbols or emblems. What are the following British symbols? Read the text below and make captions for each picture.
[image: image1.png]2) Can you identify these national flags? Make captions for each picture.
(reading for detail; matching)
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a)                   b)
c)                        d)
e)
f)
The Union Flag is the national flag of the UK. It is known as the Union Jack. It is a combination of the three crosses of its patron saints: St George's cross, the upright red cross on a white background, represents England; St Andrew's cross, the white diagonal cross on a blue background, representing Scotland, and St Patrick's cross, the red diagonal cross on a white background, to represent Northern Ireland. The crosses symbolise the union of England with Scotland in 1707, and the union of both with Ireland in 1801. The patron saint of Wales, St David, is not represented in the Union Jack. 

John Bull is a personification of Britain. He is often drawn in cartoons or pictures about the country. He was popularised by John Arbuthnot (1667—1735), a Scottish author and scientist who wrote five satirical pamphlets* in 1712 on the politics of the day, using John Bull as the typical Englishman. He is supposed to have a 'bullish' appearance and characteristics. They may be as favourable and suggest a strong, loyal person, or unfavourable, suggesting someone who is cruel and mean. John Bull wears high boots, an open jacket and a Union Jack waistcoat. He often has a bulldog with him.
Britain is also represented by two animals, a lion and a bulldog. The bulldog, like John Bull, symbolises the very essence of Britishness. The lion represents pride and bravery. It is also, as "king of the animals", a symbol of power and royalty. 
Britain is also symbolised by different trees and flowers: the oak and rose for England, the daffodil for Wales, the thistle for Scotland and the shamrock for Ireland. The rose is linked to England's history. In the 15th century there was a series of wars in England, which were called the Wars of the Roses. They were between two parts of the English royal family, each of which wanted its own leader to be king. One family was called Lancaster and was represented by a red rose, and the other was called York, and was represented by a white rose. The Wars of the Roses ended with the victory of Henry VII* (of Lancaster). 
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3. Find be + Participle II structures in the text, underline and translate them.

4. Fill in the table with the words from the text.
	noun
	Noun (person)
	verb
	adjective

	
	-
	combine
	-

	nation
	-
	-
	

	
	person
	-
	-

	science
	
	-
	-

	-
	-
	
	popular

	satire
	-
	-
	

	bull
	-
	-
	

	symbol
	-
	
	-


5. What do the following symbols represent?
1) Union Jack symbolizes_________________

2) John Bull represents____________________

3) The bulldog symbolizes typical characteristics of an English person who is__________

4) The lion is a symbol of______________

5) The British red rose symbolizes_______________
