I Put each of the following words in its correct place in the text below! (max. 7 points) 

education,   pupils,   foreign language,   school year,  elementary school,  history,   subjects

The 1) __________ in the USA is nine months in length, beginning early in September and continuing until about the first of June with a vacation of week or two at Christmas time and a shorter one in spring. From Hawaii to Delaware and Alaska, each of the 50 states in the USA has its own law that regulates the 2) __________. From state to state some laws are similar; others are not. For example, all states require people to attend school. Almost every 3) __________, where there are 4) __________ from 6 to 14 years old, offers teaching in these 5) ________: mathematics, language arts (a subject that includes reading, grammar, composition and literature), social studies (a subject that includes 6) __________, geography, citizenship and economics), music, art and physical training. In many elementary schools, classes in the use of computers are introduced. But very few schools teach elementary students a 7) __________.

II Complete the text with the parts of the sentences (max. 5 points)

If you learn a foreign language, 1) _______________. That’s why learning a second language can be difficult. Young children can learn a new language very easily. If they are surrounded by people speaking a different language, 2) _______________. But as people grow older, 3) _______________. People gradually lose the ability to learn the grammar and 4) _______________. People who learn a new language as adults often have a ‘foreign accent’ 5) _______________.

a) it becomes more difficult to learn new languages.

b) pronounce the sounds of another language

c) you have to memorize its words and learn its rules

d) when they speak it

e) they soon learn to speak it as well as their native language

